FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Laura Andrews, (216) 707-2265, landrews @clevelandart.org 








Paul Jacobs 


CMA’s VIVA! & Gala Around Town Presents 
a Free Recital by Organist Paul Jacobs 


“An exceptional musical experience...supple technique 
and vivid interpretive imagination.” — The New York Times 


CLEVELAND (March 27, 2008)—The Cleveland Museum of Art’s (CMA) acclaimed 
VIVA! & Gala Around Town concert series welcomes a FREE recital by organist Paul Jacobs on 
Sunday, April 20, 2008 at 2:00 p.m. at Trinity Cathedral in Cleveland. 

Paul Jacobs has reinvigorated the American organ scene with his once-in-a-generation gift as 
a performer. He has been applauded for his phenomenal technique and memory, charismatic stage 
presence, huge repertoire spanning five centuries, and the sense of showmanship he brings to an 
instrument more usually associated with staid and reserved performances. 

Known for his solid musicianship, prodigious technique and vivid interpretation, Paul Jacobs 
possesses a vast repertoire spanning from the 16" century through contemporary times. He has 
performed the complete organ works of Olivier Messiaen in a series of nine-hour marathons in 
Atlanta, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, San Francisco, Seattle, Washington D.C., New York, and 
Chicago, where the Chicago Tribune called him “one of the most supremely gifted young organists of 
his generation.” Jacobs made musical history at the age of 23 when, on the 250" anniversary of the 
death of J.S. Bach in 2000, he played the composer’s complete organ music by memory in an 18-hour 


non-stop marathon in Pittsburgh. 


--more-- 
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Beginning at the age of six studying the piano and the organ at age 13, Paul Jacobs was 
appointed head organist of a parish of 3,500 families in his hometown of Washington, Pennsylvania at 
age 15. He attended The Curtis Institute of Music, where he double-majored in organ with John 
Weaver and harpsichord with Lionel Party. At Yale University, where Jacobs studied organ with 
Thomas Murray, he received a Master of Music degree and Artist Diploma and received several 
awards, including the Dean’s Prize, the Faculty Prize of the Institute of Sacred Music, and Yale 
School of Music’s Distinguished Alumni Award. In 2003, Jacobs was invited to join the faculty of 
The Juilliard School, and the following year, he was named chairman of the organ department, one of 
the youngest faculty appointments in Juilliard’s history. 

Paul Jacobs has captured first prize in numerous competitions, including the 1998 Albert 
Schweitzer National Organ Competition and is the first organist ever to be honored with the 
Harvard Musical Association’s Arthur W. Foote Award. Last year he was awarded Juilliard’s 
2007 William Schuman Scholars Chair, which is presented annually to an artist and educator who 
has made significant contributions both to the intellectual and artistic life of the Juilliard 
community. 

In addition to concert appearances and teaching, Jacobs has been a featured performer at 
national and regional conventions of the American Guild of Organists and performs frequently at 
festivals throughout the U.S. and abroad. 

Paul Jacob’s program on April 20 at Trinity Cathedral will include the music of J.S. Bach 


(1685-1750): Fantasia and Fugue in G minor, BWV 542, Prelude and Fugue in C major, BWV 547, 
Prelude and Fugue in A minor, BWV 543, Prelude and Fugue in D major, BWV 532, Prelude and 
Fugue in G major, BWV 541, and Passacaglia and Fugue in C minor, BWV 582. 

Admission to the performance is free. Advance reservations are available through the CMA 


Box Office by calling 1-888-CMA-0033. For more information visit www.clevelandart.org/viva. Paul 





Jacobs performs at Trinity Cathedral located at 2230 Euclid Avenue in Cleveland. Parking is available 
in the Trinity Commons lot on Prospect Avenue, with additional parking available in the adjacent 


Cleveland State University lot. 


VIVA! & Gala Around Town 


The next performance in the VIVA! & Gala Around Town series will be the fourth concert in 
the CMA’s special mini-series “Music of Central Asia and the Near East”: Zarbang: The 
Percussions of Iran and Afghanistan on May 9, 2008 in Murch Auditorium at the Cleveland 
Museum of Natural History. Zarbang represents some of the finest percussionists from Iran and 
Afghanistan. Drawing from Sufi, ancient Persian, and Afghani rhythms, the ensemble weaves a sound 


that is dynamic and ecstatic on one hand, and meditative and trance inducing on the other. 


--more-- 
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The Ohio Arts Council helped fund this program with state tax dollars to encourage economic 
growth, educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. The programs are also made 
possible by The Ernest L. and Louise M. Gartner Fund, The P. J. McMyler Musical Endowment Fund, 
The Anton and Rose Zverina Music Fund, The Musart Society and Margaret W. Wong & Associates, 
Co., LPA. 

7K OK GK 
The Cleveland Museum of Art 
The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive art museums. Its 
permanent collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The 
museum is a significant international forum for exhibitions, scholarships and art acquisitions. The 
Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council through state tax 
dollars to encourage economic growth, educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all 
Ohioans. The Cleveland Museum of Art is generously funded by Cuyahoga County residents through 
Cuyahoga Arts and Culture. For more information on the museum, its holdings, programs, services 


and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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